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Overall RI Broadband Ranking: 37

US News and World Report: https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/rhode-island 2



Access in Rhode Island: The Good
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Robust “middle mile”: 96% of Rhode Islanders live near high-speed broadband

RI ranks 11th in Average Internet Download Speeds – well over federal minimum threshold

World Population Review: https://worldpopulationreview.com/state-rankings/average-internet-speed-by-state



Access in Rhode Island: The Bad
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20% of Rhode Islanders lack in-home internet (often due to affordability issues)

45% of Rhode Islanders live in Census Blocks receiving speeds UNDER the new federal minimum threshold

“Access” Source: NTIA Indicators of Broadband Need; US Census American Community Survey; “Speed” Source: Ookla



Where Do We Go From Here?
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Phase 1

 Mapping

 Hone understanding of resources

 Spotlight specific gaps

 Planning

 Technical Builds

 Target areas/demographics/use cases

 Cost estimates

 Programs

 Device access

 Digital literacy

 Partnerships & Funding

Open Questions

 State goal

 Role of the State

 Unregulated market

 Management & governance 

 Infrastructure vs access vs affordability vs 

adoption

 Learning from the past and others 

 Ownership and ongoing operation

 One-time federal funding infusion
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