
!

!

ETHICS CODE CITATIONS 
NECPUC SYMPOSIUM 

JUNE 8, 2015 
 
ABA Model Rules of Professional Conduct 
  
Rule 1.2 Scope Of Representation And Allocation Of Authority Between Client And Lawyer 
(a) Subject to paragraphs (c) and (d), a lawyer shall abide by a client's decisions concerning the 
objectives of representation and, as required by Rule 1.4, shall consult with the client as to the 
means by which they are to be pursued. A lawyer may take such action on behalf of the client as 
is impliedly authorized to carry out the representation. A lawyer shall abide by a client's decision 
whether to settle a matter. In a criminal case, the lawyer shall abide by the client's decision, after 
consultation with the lawyer, as to a plea to be entered, whether to waive jury trial and whether 
the client will testify. 
(b) A lawyer's representation of a client, including representation by appointment, does not 
constitute an endorsement of the client's political, economic, social or moral views or activities. 
(c) A lawyer may limit the scope of the representation if the limitation is reasonable under the 
circumstances and the client gives informed consent. 
(d) A lawyer shall not counsel a client to engage, or assist a client, in conduct that the lawyer 
knows is criminal or fraudulent, but a lawyer may discuss the legal consequences of any 
proposed course of conduct with a client and may counsel or assist a client to make a good faith 
effort to determine the validity, scope, meaning or application of the law. 
 
Rule 1.3 Diligence 
A lawyer shall act with reasonable diligence and promptness in representing a client. 
 
Rule 1.12 Former Judge, Arbitrator, Mediator Or Other Third-Party Neutral 
(a) Except as stated in paragraph (d), a lawyer shall not represent anyone in connection with a 
matter in which the lawyer participated personally and substantially as a judge or other 
adjudicative officer or law clerk to such a person or as an arbitrator, mediator or other third-party 
neutral, unless all parties to the proceeding give informed consent, confirmed in writing. 
(b) A lawyer shall not negotiate for employment with any person who is involved as a party or as 
lawyer for a party in a matter in which the lawyer is participating personally and substantially as 
a judge or other adjudicative officer or as an arbitrator, mediator or other third-party neutral. A 
lawyer serving as a law clerk to a judge or other adjudicative officer may negotiate for 
employment with a party or lawyer involved in a matter in which the clerk is participating 
personally and substantially, but only after the lawyer has notified the judge or other adjudicative 
officer. 
(c) If a lawyer is disqualified by paragraph (a), no lawyer in a firm with which that lawyer is 
associated may knowingly undertake or continue representation in the matter unless: 
(1) the disqualified lawyer is timely screened from any participation in the matter and is 
apportioned no part of the fee therefrom; and 
(2) written notice is promptly given to the parties and any appropriate tribunal to enable them to 
ascertain compliance with the provisions of this rule. 
(d) An arbitrator selected as a partisan of a party in a multimember arbitration panel is not 
prohibited from subsequently representing that party. 
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Rule 3.5 Impartiality And Decorum Of The Tribunal 
A lawyer shall not: 
(a) seek to influence a judge, juror, prospective juror or other official by means prohibited by 
law; 
(b) communicate ex parte with such a person during the proceeding unless authorized to do so by 
law or court order; 
(c) communicate with a juror or prospective juror after discharge of the jury if: 
(1) the communication is prohibited by law or court order; 
(2) the juror has made known to the lawyer a desire not to communicate; or 
(3) the communication involves misrepresentation, coercion, duress or harassment; or 
(d) engage in conduct intended to disrupt a tribunal. 
 
Rule 4.2 Communication With Person Represented By Counsel 
In representing a client, a lawyer shall not communicate about the subject of the representation 
with a person the lawyer knows to be represented by another lawyer in the matter, unless the 
lawyer has the consent of the other lawyer or is authorized to do so by law or a court order. 
 
Rule 8.4 Misconduct 
It is professional misconduct for a lawyer to: 
(a) violate or attempt to violate the Rules of Professional Conduct, knowingly assist or induce 
another to do so, or do so through the acts of another; 
(b) commit a criminal act that reflects adversely on the lawyer's honesty, trustworthiness or 
fitness as a lawyer in other respects; 
(c) engage in conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit or misrepresentation; 
(d) engage in conduct that is prejudicial to the administration of justice; 
(e) state or imply an ability to influence improperly a government agency or official or to achieve 
results by means that violate the Rules of Professional Conduct or other law; or 
(f) knowingly assist a judge or judicial officer in conduct that is a violation of applicable rules of 
judicial conduct or other law. 
 
State Ethics Statutes 
Rhode Island: RIGL 36-14-5(a)(d)(g)(i) 
Maine: 5 MRSA §§ 18, 18-A, 191 
New Hampshire: RSA 15-B, 21-G:21-272 
Vermont’s ethics code applicable to executive agencies is set forth in Executive Order 09-11.  
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1 Maine’s PUC has a separate ethics code set forth in 35-A MRSA § 6. 
2 New Hampshire’s PUC has statutory ethics obligations set forth in RSA 363:12.  The New Hampshire PUC also 
has its own ethics code available at http://www.puc.state.nh.us/home/AboutUs/ethics.htm 
 


